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PART I 

B R I E F  CHRONOLOGY 

1 - 1 2  JAN 
12 - 1 4  JAN 

1 4  '- 15  JAN 

15 - 1 8  JAN 
1 8  - 2 4  JA?A 
2 4  - 27 JAN 
2 7  JAN 
2 8  - 3 1  JAN 
31 JAN - 3 FEB 
- 3 -  4 F E B  

4  - 7 FEB 
7 - 14 FEB 

1 4  - 2 1  FEB 
21--  25  FEB 
2 5  - 26 FEB 
2 6  - 2 8  FEB 
2 8  FEB - 3 MAR 

3 - 8 MAR 
8 - 2 3  MAR 

2 3  - 27  MAR 
2 7  MAR - 4  U R  

4 - 7 APR 
7 - 11 APR 

11 - 1 9  APR 
1 9  - 2 4  APR 
2 4  - 2 9  APR 
29 APR - 1 MAY 
1 - 9 MAY 
9 - 1 2  

1 2  - 1 4  MAY 
1 4  - 1 7  MAY 
1 7  - 2 0  MAY 
2 0  - 2 2  MAY 
2 3  MAY 

M a y p o r t ,  Florida 
A t  sea; B e g i n  operations 
with STANAVFORLANT 
P o x t  R o y a l ,  G r a s s y  B a y ,  
B e r m u d a  
A t  sea 
P o x t  E v e r g l a d e s ,  F l o r i d a  
A t  sea 
R o o s e v e l t  R o a d s ,  P u e r t o  Rico 
San Juan, P u e r t o  Rico 
A t  sea 
R o o s e v e l t  R o a d s ,  P u e r t o  Rico 
S t .  T h o m a s ,  V i r g i n  Islands 
A t  S e a  
W i l l e m s  t a d t  , C u r a c a o  
A t  sea 
R o o s e v e l t  R o a d s ,  P u e r t o  Rico 
A t  sea 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
A t  sea 
C h a r l e s t o n ,  South C a r o l i n a  
A t  sea 
H a l i f a x ,  N o v a  S c o t i a  
A t  sea 
N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  
A t  sea 
L i s b o n ,  P o r t u g a l  
A t  sea 
L i s b o n ,  P o r t u g a l  
A t  sea 
Izmix ,  T u r k e y  
A t  sea 
A t h e n s  , G r e e c e  
A t  sea 
N a p l e s ,  I t a l y  
La S p e z i a ,  I t a l y  



2 4  - 2 7  MAY 
2 7  MAY - 11 JUN 
1 2  - 1 4  JUN 
1 4  - 15  JUN 
1 5  - 1 6  JUN 
1 6  - 1 9  JUN 
1 9  - 2 6  JUN 
2 6  JUN - 3 J U L  

3 - 1 3  J U L  

1 3  J U L  - 2 1  AUG 
2 1  - 2 5  AUG 
2 5  - 2 8  AUG 
2 8  - 2 9  AUG 
2 9  - 3 1  AUG 
31 AUG - 1 S E P  
1 S E P  - 9  NOV 
9 NOV - 1 0  NOV 

1 0  - 13  NOV 
13  - 15  NOV 
15  NOV - 7 DEC 

7 - 9  DEC 
. 9  1. 31 DEC 

A t  sea 
L i s b o n  , Por tuga l  
A t  sea 
C a m p b e l l t o w n ,  Scotland 
A t  sea 
G l a s c o w ,  Scotland 
A t  sea 
G r e e n w i c h ,  E n g l a n d  
A t  sea; C e a s e  opera t ing  
w i t h  STANAVFORLANT 
M a y p o r t ,  F l a s i d a  
A t  sea 
New Y o r k  C i t y ,  New Y o r k  
A t  sea 
Charles t o n ,  South C a r o l i n a  
A t  sea 
M a y p o r t ,  Florida 
A t  sea 
M a y p o r t ,  F lor ida  
A t  sea 
N e w p o r t ,  Rhode I s l and  
A t  sea 
M a y p o s t ,  Florida 



PART I1 

BASIC NARRATIVE 

1 January 1972 found USS CHARLES F. ADAMS i n  Mayport, F l o r i d a  
readying h e r s e l f  t o  become a member of the Standing Naval Force 
A t l a n t i c .  On 1 2  January ADAMS g o t  underway f o r  P o r t  Royal, Bermuda 
where she  joined the o t h e r  STANAVFORLANT s h i p s  and became temporary 
f l a g s h i p .  For the n e x t  s i x  months, ADAMS c ru i sed  wi th  t h i s  s e l e c t  
group of s h i p s  throughout t h e  A t l a n t i c  and Mediterranean. The f o r c e  
inc luded  s h i p s  from Canada, Great B r i t a i n ,  the Gexman Federa l  Republic,  
Po r tuga l ,  t h e  Nether lands,  and Turkey, a s  w e l l  as  the U. S. 

Various e x e r c i s e s  w e r e  conducted i n  the  Caribbean as  the s h i p s  
of STANAVFORLANT began t o  develop i n t o  a team. P o r t  c a l l s  w e r e  made 
a t  F o r t  Lauderdale,  F l o r i d a ,  San Juan,  Puer to  Rico, Roosevelt  Roads, 
Pue r to  Rico, S t .  Thomas, V . I .  and Wil lemstadt ,  Curacao during t h e  
f i r s t  month of opera t ions .  

From t h e  sunny Caribbean, ADAMS and STANAVFORLANT c r u i s e d  t o  i c y  
Ha l i f ax ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  by way of Charles ton,  S.C. I n  s p i t e  of  snow 
and f r e e z i n g  temperatures ,  t h e  f o r c e  s a i l o r s  rece ived  warm h o s p i t a l i t y  
from t h e i r  Canadian hos t s .  During their s t a y  i n  Hal i fax  ADAMS' s a i l o r s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the ending of an o l d  Canadian nava l  custom. On March 
3 1 s t ,  the Rum-tot was d iscont inued  and a11 hands joined i n  t h e  
ceremony. 

A f t e r  leav ing  Hal i fax ,  ADAMS and the  o t h e r  f o r c e  s h i p s  c ru i sed  
t o  Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  t o  h e l p  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  twent ie th  anniversary of 
the NATO A l l i e d  Command   ti antic. Lisbon, Por tuga l ,  was the nex t  
p o r t  of c a l l  f o r  STANAVFORLANT. Local ope ra t ions  w e r e  conducted o u t  
of Lisbon and the men of  ADAMS g o t  t o  know the c i t y  q u i t e  w e l l .  

Upon l eav ing  Lisbon, CHARLES F. ADAMS became p a r t  of the f i r s t  
STANAVFORLANT t o  e v e r  e n t e r  t he  Mediterranean. Not only d i d  they 
e n t e r  it, b u t  they c r u i s e d  i t s  l eng th ,  p u t t i n g  i n  f o r  a s h o r t  s t a y  
i n  Izmir ,  Turkey. 

Other h i s t o r i c  p o r t s  were v i s i t e d  i n  quick success ion ,  Athens, 
Greece; Naples,  I t a l y  ; and La Spez ia ,  I t a l y  , befo re  STANAVFORLANT 
re tu rned  t o  Lisbon a t  the end of May. 

Two weeks were s p e n t  i n  Lisbon f o r  upkeep be fo re  the f o r c e  c a s t  
off  f o r  a c r u i s e  t o  the B r i t i s h  Isles. ADAMS and o t h e r  f o r c e  s h i p s  
s p e n t  almost two weeks ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  ~ i v e r  Clyde and v i s i t i n g  
Glasgow and Campbell tmn, Scot land.  I n  London, the nex t  p o r t  of c a l l ,  
t h e  Standing Naval Force was in spec ted  by H e r  Royal Highness P r incess  
Margaret. While i n  London, t h e  men of  ADAMS enjoyed their l a s t  l i b e r t y  
a s  member s  of STANAVFORLANT. On 3 J u l y ,  USS BLGELOW r e l i e v e d  ADAMS 
and af  ter  t h e  customary sai lwpas t CHARLES F. ADAMS depar ted  London 
a lone  f o r  Bermuda and Mayport. 

The months of Ju ly  and August were s p e n t  p r imar i ly  i n  Mayport, 
however, ADAMS made a s h o r t  t r i p  t o  New York Ci ty  where she  ac t ed  
as v i s i t  sh ip .  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  thousands of i n t e r e s t e d  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
New Yorkers, the s h i p  depar ted  f o r  Mayport, s topping  b r i e f l y  a t  
Charles ton t o  of f - load  ammunition. 


